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Hatim Ido  

 
Hatim Ido joined the Yazda organization as volunteer in Spring of 2015. He entered to 

the United States as a legal permanent resident through Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) 

program in 2013. He received his US-citizenship status in 2018. Hatim moved to 

Lincoln, NE from Sinjar where he born and raised. Previously, he worked for the United 

States military as an interpreter and cultural advisor from 2008 to 2011. Before 

traveling to the US, Hatim completed his first year of medical laboratory school in 

Zakho technical institute in Kurdistan region, Iraq in 2012. He is attending Bryan 

College of Health Science as undergraduate student majoring in Cardiovascular 

sonography. In his free time, Hatim loves meeting family, friends and playing soccer 

ball. 

Nawaf Ashur 

 
Mr. Nawaf Ashur is a Yazidi from Sinjar, Iraq currently based in Lincoln, Nebraska, 

where he is a master’s Candidate at University of Lincoln-Nebraska. He is 



an aluminum of Reagan-Fascell Fellowship with National Endowment for 

Democracy. He is also an aluminum at the American University of Iraq–Sulaimani 

(AUIS), where he majored in business and minored in journalism. He worked as the 

director of Yazidi Cultural Center, as field reporter for Iraqi Oil Report, as a translator 

for RYOT on the documentary film "On Her Shoulders," as a business development 

officer for the International Organization for Migration and as an interpreter for US 

troops in Iraq. Before graduating from the American University of Iraq–Sulaimani 

(AUIS), he founded several youth-based civic education initiatives in the Sinjar district 

of Ninewa province, where he sought to strengthen the principles of pluralism through 

regular workshops in local villages. As a Yazidi activist, he has discussed issues related 

to sectarian conflict and democratization in several major and he published in local 

news outlets, including 1001Iraqithoughts, CIMA, Iraq Oil Report, and Niqash.  He was 

featured in Iowa Review Magazine NPR, PRI, al-Jazeera, The New Yorker and the 

Vogue.  

 

Bakir Khammoo 

 
Bakir Khammoo studied English Language and Literature, meanwhile was a linguist 

with US army in Iraq, 2008-2009. He taught English as Sencond Language for several 

level. He started to help his community as an activist after ISIS attacked Sinjar in August 

2014, he had three years of working volunteer with NGOs, journalists, freelancers, and 

at teaching (ESL). 

 



Marvin Almy 

 
Marvin Almy received two degrees from UNL: B.A History 1967 and J.D. 1970. He 

worked 25 years in the automotive aftermarket serving 11 years as President of the 

Parts Plus Program Distribution Group in Memphis, TN. Parts Plus provides marketing, 

purchasing, training and national account support for 3,000 stores in the U.S. and 

Canada. He returned to Lincoln and served as Executive Director of the Human 

Services Federation and then as refugee coordinator for Lincoln Literacy. 

 

Marvin has served as both secretary and chair of the University of Nebraska Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute’s (OLLI) advisory council. He currently chairs OLLI’ 

Contemporary Issues Curriculum sub-committee. He is one of the founders of OLLI’s 

Politics Interest Circle. 

 

He remains active as a volunteer working with immigrant and refugee populations and 

as an ELL instructor. He has served for many years on the Board of the Good Neighbor 

Community Center. He is also a graduate of the Leadership Lincoln’s Fellows Program. 

 

Julia 

 



Julia is a human rights researcher, educator, and advocate. She works as an academic 

research consultant, instructor for UNL's Department of Political Science, and outreach 

coordinator for UNL's Forsythe Family Program on Human Rights and Humanitarian 

Affairs. She is an active servant of the Lincoln community: in addition to her work with 

Yazda, she served as the President of the UNL Graduate Student Association and 

currently advocates for the due process rights of sexual assault survivors in Nebraska. 

She holds a BA in international relations and Spanish from Colgate University and a 

PhD in political science, with a specialization in human rights and humanitarian affairs, 

from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Julia joined Yazda Lincoln's board in 2019.  

 

Babier 

 

 
Babeir is Yazidi activist, he was born and raised in Sinjar, he worked with the USA troops 

in Iraq that helped him to resettle in the USA, he is a citizen now. after ISIS committed 

genocide against Yazidi in Iraq in 2014, Babier dedicated his time to help Yazidi and 

he did a lot of work through his volunteer job with Yazda. 

 

 

 

  


